
Picture book 
Project Goals 

CCSS or ISTE 
Standard 

Student 
objective 

Activity/guiding 
question(s) 

Measurement 

Content 
ELA RL 5 

 

Analyze the structure 
of texts, including how 

specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text 

(e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or 

stanza) relate to each 
other and the whole. 

Students will review a 
short text, applying 

elements learned in class. 
Students will select at 
least one element to 

evaluate. 
 

Students select at least one element 
to evaluate (These are possible 
elements; teachers should adapt 
according to grade level focus): 

Title: How does the title give insight 
or reflect the content of the story? 
Plot: How does the plot build?  

(Problem-solution; structure-
exposition-rising action-climax-falling 

action-resolution) 
Theme: What clues in the text and 
illustrations help you determine the 
theme of your text? 
Captions / speech bubbles: How does 
the author and/or illustrator use these 
text features? 

Student clearly 
explains at least one 
element, answering 
the guiding question 

with specific 
examples from the 

text. 

Content 
ELA RL 6 

Assess how point of 
view or purpose 

shapes the content 
and style of a text. 

 

Students will examine 
how a short text is 

narrated and interpret 
how the author’s 

perspective has impacted 
the storyline. 

 

Students identify and evaluate point 
of view/perspective/ narration style. 

(1st or 3rd person) 
How is this story being told? 
How might this story be different if it 
were told from a different point of 
view? 

Student accurately 
identifies the 

narration style and 
provides an 

explanation with at 
least one specific 
example from the 
text for support. 

Content 
ELA RL 7 

Integrate and 
evaluate content 

presented in diverse 
media and formats, 

including visually and 
quantitatively, as well 

as in words. 

Students will distinguish 
between different 

artistic techniques used 
by illustrators and 
synthesize how the 

illustrations help convey 
the mood of the text. 

 

Students identify and examine various 
artistic techniques used by illustrator. 
How does the illustrator create the 
mood for this text? How does the text 
support this mood? 

Student describes an 
“emotion” conveyed in 
their selected book 
and details how at 

least one illustration 
and piece of text 

support their claim. 

Research / 
text 

evidence 
ELA W 7 

Conduct short as well 
as more sustained 
research projects 
raised on focused 

questions, 
demonstrating 

understanding of the 
subject while under 

investigation. 

Students will gather 
information about picture 

book features and 
artistic 

elements/techniques. 
This information will be 

applied in an analysis of a 
self-selected picture 

book. 
 

Students examine their picture book 
(print source), navigate 
www.picturingbooks.com. 

What hyperlinks on the picturing book 
website are helpful to your 
understanding of your book?  

Student lists at least 
references from 
picturing books 

glossary or learning 
about picture books 
areas and provides a 
detailed description 
applying the info to 

text selection. 
 

Research / 
text 

evidence 
ELA W 8 

Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print and 

digital sources, assess 
the credibility and 
accuracy of each 

source, and integrate 
the information while 
avoiding plagiarism. 

Students will search for 
information about the 
author/illustrator of 
their selected text, 

evaluating the validity of 
their resource. 

 

Students search for information about 
their author/illustrator using a “kid-
friendly” search engine or locate a 

print source about their 
author/illustrator. 

What information can you locate to 
help you learn more about the 

author/illustrator of your text? 

Student locates at 
least one source of 

information about the 
author/illustrator, 
citing at least one 
interesting fact 

learned. 

Research / 
text 

evidence 
ISTE 3 

Students apply digital 
tools to gather, 

evaluate, and use 
information. 

 

Students will utilize the 
Internet to locate 

information about picture 
books, authors, and 

illustrators. 
Students will receive 

guided instruction about 
locating reliable 
resources online. 

 

Students search information about 
their author/illustrator using a “kid-

friendly” search engine. 
*Mini-lesson on search engines if 

needed. 
*Mini-lesson on evaluating credible 

websites if needed. 
 

Student locates at 
least one credible 

source of information 
about the 

author/illustrator, 
citing at least one 
interesting fact 

learned. 



Research / 
text 

evidence 
ISTE 4 

Students use critical 
thinking skills to plan 
and conduct research, 
manage projects, solve 

problems, and make 
informed decisions 
using appropriate 
digital tools and 

resources. 
 

Students will use a 
teacher selected website 

to collect information 
about picture book 

elements in order to 
analyze a self-selected 
text. Students will plan 
and manage locating of 
additional information 

about a specific 
author/illustrator. 

 

Students search information about 
their author/illustrator using a “kid-

friendly” search engine. 
*Mini-lesson on how to properly cite 

information retrieved from the 
Internet if needed. 

*If using Google doc or slides, mini-
lesson on using research tool. 

Student cites and 
references digital 

sources located and 
used. 

Research / 
text 

evidence 
ISTE 5 

Students understand 
human, cultural, and 

societal issues related 
to technology and 
practice legal and 
ethical behavior. 

 

Students will learn how 
to respect intellectual 

property obtained from 
the Internet.  

 

Students search information about 
their author/illustrator using a “kid-

friendly” search engine. 
*Mini-lesson on how to properly cite 

information retrieved from the 
Internet if needed. 

*If using Google doc or slides, mini-
lesson on using research tool. 

Student cites and 
references digital 

sources located and 
used. 

Organization 
ELA W 4 

 

Students produce 
clear and coherent 
writing in which the 

development, 
organization, and style 

are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and 

audience. 

Students will construct 
an organized product 
that stays on topic, 
provides details to 

support sequence of 
though, and choose 

appropriate format or 
media to fit student 

learning style. 

Students arrange ideas in a logical 
sequence and include elements to 

enrich their presentation of 
information. 

 
What elements can I use to convey 
important ideas and get my audience’s 
attention?  

 
(Examples include but are not limited 
to: bullet points or numbered lists, 

charts, labels, photos or illustrations, 
captions, headings, use of fonts, 

colors, and print styles.) 

Student product is 
clear, coherent, and is 

fluent. Student 
incorporates at least 
2 elements to draw 
audience attention. 

Organization 
ISTE 2 

Students use digital 
media and 

environment to 
communicate and work 

collaboratively, 
including at a 

distance, to support 
individual learning and 

contribute to the 
learning of others. 

 

Students will use select 
digital tool/platform that 

best allows them to 
communicate learning to 

others. 
 

Students create a product or 
presentation to share what they have 

learned with others. 
How can I best share what I have 
learned with others? How can I 
integrate written information, visual 
elements, and/or audio enhancement 
using tools that are available to me? 

Student uses an 
available 

platform/tool to 
create a digital 
presentation or 

product to 
demonstrate learning. 

Organization 
ISTE 4 

Students use critical 
thinking skills to plan 
and conduct research, 
manage projects, solve 

problems, and make 
informed decisions 
using appropriate 
digital tools and 

resources. 
 

Students will plan how to 
share their learning 
about a picture book 

using the digital tool that 
best suits their learning 

style. 
 

Students identify what resources they 
need to complete a finished product or 

presentation. 
What tool will be most effective for 
sharing the information I have learned 
about my picture book? 

Student has selected 
a platform/tool that 

effectively 
demonstrates 

learning. 

Conventions 
ELA W 6 

Use technology, 
including the 

Internet, to produce 
and publish writing 
and to interact and 

collaborate with 
others. 

Students will select a 
digital tool to create a 

product or presentation 
about their evaluation of 
a picture book, carefully 

checking to ensure 
mistakes have been 
revised and edited. 

Students carefully review and check 
their work to eliminate mistakes or 

errors. 
Did I check my work carefully for 
spelling and other conventions? 

Student work is free 
from errors that 

interfere with 
meaning and message 

conveyed. 



Conventions 
 ISTE 6 

Students demonstrate 
a sound understanding 

of technology 
concepts, systems, 

and operations. 
 

Students will apply their 
understanding of 

different platforms as 
they carefully edit and 
revise their product or 

presentation. 
 

Students understand how to make 
changes and revisions to their work 

with the tool/platform they are using. 
Did I check my work carefully for 
spelling and other conventions? 

Student work is free 
from errors that 

interfere with 
meaning and message 

conveyed. 

Presentation 
ELA SL5 

Make strategic use of 
digital media and 

visual displays of data 
to express 

information and 
enhance 

understanding of 
presentations. 

Students will use a digital 
tool to create a 

presentation 
demonstrating what they 

have learned and 
examined in a picture 
book of their choice. 

 

Students utilize available tools to 
incorporate visual elements and if 

possible audio enhancement to present 
their learning to others. 

What visual elements can I include in 
my presentation or product that will 
help others understand what I 
learned? 

Student work 
effectively 

incorporates photos, 
illustrations, or 

drawings to 
emphasize or support 
ideas and claims made. 

Presentation  
ISTE 1 

Students demonstrate 
creative thinking, 

construct knowledge, 
and develop innovative 

products and 
processes using 

technology. 
 

Students will get to apply 
what they are learning, 

combined with their 
schema, to generate a 

presentation for sharing 
on a class website. 

 

Students will use available 
tools/platforms to create an original 

product/presentation. 
How can I share what I have learned in 
an interesting and attention-capturing 

way? 

Student 
demonstrates 

creativity in his/her 
presentation as 
demonstrated 

through visual appeal 
and attention-

grabbing elements. 

Presentation 
ISTE 2 

Students use digital 
media and 

environment to 
communicate and work 

collaboratively, 
including at a 

distance, to support 
individual learning and 

contribute to the 
learning of others. 

 

Students will use digital 
platforms to share 

finished product with 
peers, teachers, and 

others. 
 

Students effectively communicate 
learning and evaluation of picture book 

through digital media to be shared 
with others. 

How will my finished project look to 
others after it is published on our 

website? 

Student product or 
presentation clearly 

communicates student 
learning. 

Presentation 
ISTE 5 

Students understand 
human, cultural, and 

societal issues related 
to technology and 
practice legal and 
ethical behavior. 

 

Students will also learn 
the importance of 

remaining “safe” when 
posting presentations by 
only using first names. 

 
 

Students will identify their work using 
only first names (to reinforce digital 

citizenship element of safety.) 
When my product or presentation is 
uploaded, will it ensure my safety and 
security? 

Student has not 
included any 
identifying 

information in his/her 
presentation. 

	  


