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Writing workshop 
Rethinking the PLAN 
Re-examining the writing process with a focus on how 
planning helps students as a scaffold. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no one “way” to plan! 
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Don’t always teach…write! 
Modeling how my idea flows from a plan to a draft: 

“Effective writing instructors realize the impact of their own writing beliefs, experiences, and 
practices.” 

Writing is communicating our thinking 

From a plan to print…my models helped students unlock their ideas.  
Then later we could go back, revise and edit. 

Fr 

 

 

 

 

Check out a modeled writing lesson (response to text in letter format) 
where I write with students at: 

http://youtu.be/swxfKaPBOtk 

 

Using our document camera and projector, I can easily model how I am a writer for my students!  They 
watch me as the writing flows from my mind through my hand to the page. 

Modeling a circled “check” to 
make sure I have a main idea.  

Other “checks” are to show that I 
have added this many details for 

my plan part. 
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From plans to drafts to author celebration 

“Effective writing instruction encourages student motivation and engagement.” 

Students become encouraged and motivated as their work is 
“published” and enjoyed by everyone! 

 

The more we share, the more we want to write so we could keep 
sharing! 

Each writer has uniqueness 

“Effective writing instruction begins with clear and deliberate planning, but is also flexible.” 

While the “traits” give my plans direction and common language for us all, each 
student finds they are stronger with specific traits, so 

feedback often takes the form of encouraging 
students to keep using the traits we identify.  

Highlighters help us “hunt” for traits and students can 
see which traits they are using the most then they can 

work on improving others. 

 Download this from my teacher blog! 
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Releasing of responsibility and the importance of scaffolding 

Whatever system works for you… 

 

 

 

 

As student needs arise, Individual “scaffolds” need to be created.  
Some become tools for all: 

 

(Reminder “stickers” for those who needed to be mindful of 
punctuation; a paragraph organizer graphic with a “space 

theme” for a student who needed visual cues.) 

  

 

Perfecting the paragraph… 

 
http://mrsweberread.wordpress.com/2013/10/23/writing-a-paragraph/ 

 
Paragraph writing prompts each day helped generate stronger writers, 

were easy to “grade”, and gave writers time to pursue independent 
projects. 
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Shaping and refining…and growing together 
“Effective writing instruction and practice happen everyday.” 

Writing isn’t just during “workshop time”…we write all the time as we 
examine what we read: 

     

Response to reading: 
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Rubric building and self-reflection 

Rubrics we build and use together: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      


