
	  

The North Star Tour 

Content Standards:   
• History, Historical Thinking and Skills, 4.1 – The 

order of significant events in Ohio and the United 
States can be shown on a timeline. 

• History, Heritage, 4.7 – Sectional issues divided 
the United States after the War of 1812.  Ohio 
played a key role in these issues, particularly with 
the anti-slavery movement and the Underground 
Railroad.   

ELA Common Core Standard: 
4.RIT.7: Interpret information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively (e.g. in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, timelines, animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text in 
which it appears. 



Greetings Travelers!  Welcome to The North 
Star Tour!  Today you will experience many 

things.  First, your journey will take you 
through some of the important history of the 
African-American People and the importance 

of the Underground Railroad. 
 

Your job is to examine and reflect upon 
those areas we discussed in class: 

 
• Tom Feelings Mural 
• Captain John W. Anderson’s Slave Pen 
• Escape! Freedom Seekers and the 

Underground Railroad 
• Brothers of the Borderland 

 
In addition to these experiences, there are 
other areas you can choose to explore to 
reflect upon how customs, traditions, and 
beliefs impact not only African-American 

people but all Americans.  (You must choose 
at least one extra site.) 

Background Information: 
 

African American culture is greatly 
influenced by the historical experience of the 
Middle Passage and Slave trade.  Because these 
people were torn from their homelands and 
savagely brought to America in bondage, the 
attempts to control African-Americans led to a 
determination to keep their own unique traditions 
and beliefs.  Denied the ability to learn to read 
and write, stories, songs, and art became the 
vehicles for teaching heritage, history, values, and 
other important information.  You will find 
evidence of this rich oral tradition as you take 
your tour.  
 Family values are extremely important to 
African-Americans.  You will see how slavery tore 
families apart.  Consider how this history 
contributed to the importance of family today. 
 Many tradi t ions still alive today are rooted 
in the restrictions placed on slaves as they worked 
on plantations.  Songs were sung in the fields as 
slaves worked to help pass the time.  They often 
focused on the themes of freedom and salvation. 



Tom Feel ings Mura l  
This mural depicts the evolution of 

the slave trade.  Select an image in 
the mural.  What does it say to you? 

  H. Weber 2013                                                                                                 clip art courtesy of www.scrappindoodles.com  

Go Down, Moses  
(Spiritual) 

 
When Israel was in Egypt’s land, 
Let my people go. 
Oppressed so hard they could not stand, 
Let my people go. 

Chorus 
 Go down, Moses. 
 Way down in Egypt’s land. 
 Tell old Pharaoh 
 Let my people go. 
  
 “Thus spoke the Lord,” bold Moses said, 
 “Let my people go. 
 If not, I’ll smite your firstborn dead. 
 Let my people go!” 
 
 “No more shall they in bondage toil, 
 Let my people go! 
 Let them come out with Egypt’s spoil. 
 Let my people go!” 

Enslaved people wrote many songs about 
freedom.  They would often choose people 

from the bible to represent their 
struggles. Consider how this song 

connects to the mural. 



The S lave Pen 
This building was a storage 

warehouse…for HUMAN BEINGS 
(up to 75 people were kept inside at a time). 

How do you feel when you stand 
inside? 
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Over My Head 
(Spiritual) 

 
Over my head, I hear music in the air. 
Over my head, I hear music in the air. 
Over my head, I hear music in the air. 
There must be a God somewhere. 
 
Over my head, I hear singing in the air. 
Over my head, I hear singing in the air. 
Over my head, I hear singing in the air. 
There must be a God somewhere. 
 
Over my head, I see trouble in the air. 
Over my head, I see trouble in the air. 
Over my head, I see trouble in the air. 
There must be a God somewhere. 
 
Over my head, I see glory in the air. 
Over my head, I see glory in the air. 
Over my head, I see glory in the air. 
There must be a God somewhere. 

Seeking faith in God, slaves used songs to 
help them face the horrible conditions of 

slavery.  
Consider how this song connects to the 

slave pen experience. 



Escape Ga l lery 
This Gallery is dedicated to the 

Freedom Conductors.  Select a quote 
to reflect upon. 
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Fol low the Drinking Gourd 
 

When the Sun comes back 
And the first quail calls 
Follow the Drinking Gourd. 
For the old man is a-waiting for to carry you to 
freedom 
If you follow the Drinking Gourd. 
 
The riverbank makes a very good road. 
The dead trees will show you the way. 
Left foot, peg foot, traveling on, 
Follow the Drinking Gourd. 
 
The river ends between two hills 
Follow the Drinking Gourd. 
There's another river on the other side 
Follow the Drinking Gourd. 
 
When the great big river meets the little river 
Follow the Drinking Gourd. 
For the old man is a-waiting for to carry you to 
freedom 
If you follow the Drinking Gourd. 

For fear of being caught, slaves disguised 
directions and plans for escape in songs. 

Consider how this song gives a runaway slave 
guidance for escaping. 



 
Brothers of the Border land 

After watching the film, what do you 
think about the courage and 
cooperation the two “Johns” 

displayed? 
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Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 
(Spiritual) 

 
Chorus:  
Swing low, sweet chariot,  
Comin' for to carry me home;  
Swing low, sweet chariot,  
Comin' for to carry me home. 
 

I looked over Jordan,  
And WHAT did I see,  
Comin' for to carry me home,  
A band of angels comin' after me,  
Comin' for to carry me home. 
 
Repeat chorus: 
 
If you get there before I do,  
Comin' for to carry me home,  
Tell all my friends I'm comin' too,  
Comin' for to carry me home. 

Spirituals gave hope to slaves, freed men, 
and those who dreamed of the day slavery 

would be abolished. 
 Consider what this song might have meant 

to John Parker and Rev. John Rankin. 



	  
The RagGonNon 

Select a panel in the tapestry and 
describe how it “speaks” to you 
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This panel reflects the value of 
family (“Uncle Alvin says…”) and the 
tradition of oral storytelling (“Hand 

me down stories). 
 

How is family important to you? 
	  



Henry “Box” Brown 
He escaped by mailing himself in 

a box.  Look at the box.   
What do you think about what he 

did? 
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The S lave Trade 

Look carefully at this painting.  What 
do you notice?  What feelings does 

this painting elicit?  



	  	  	   
Ph i l l i s Wheat ley 

The first famous African American 
female poet 

How do you think she found 
freedom by writing? 
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A Hymn To The Even ing 

SOON as the sun forsook the eastern main  
The pealing thunder shook the heav'nly plain;  
Majestic grandeur! 
From the zephyr's wing,  
Exhales the incense of the blooming spring.  
Soft purl the streams, the birds renew their notes,  
And through the air their mingled music floats.  
Through all the heav'ns what beauteous dies 
are spread!  
But the west glories in the deepest red:  
So may our breasts with ev'ry virtue glow,  
The living temples of our God below!  
Fill'd with the praise of him who gives the light,  
And draws the sable curtains of the night,  
Let placid slumbers sooth each weary mind,  
At morn to wake more heav'nly, more refin'd;  
So shall the labours of the day begin  
More pure, more guarded from the snares of sin.  
Night's leaden sceptre seals my drowsy eyes. 
 

Ph i l l i s Wheat ley 



	    
The Room of Commemorat ion 
This room is a memorial in honor of 

the millions of Africans who lost their 
lives in the transatlantic slave trade.  There 

are many images in here. 
Select one, describe it, and describe how it 

makes you feel. 

H. Weber 2013                                                                                                 clip art courtesy of www.scrappindoodles.com 

 
The Room of Commemorat ion 
As you enter, you are listening to the 

music of Amazing Grace.  This melody was 
written by John Newton who was a captain 
of a slave ship, but later became a minister 

and regretted his sins as a slaver. 
 

Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 

Was blind, but now I see 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 
My chains are gone 
I've been set free 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 

 
The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures	  
 


